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Call for Papers: The 18" Conference of the Israeli Association for the
Study of Language and Society

Tel Aviv University is pleased to host the 18™ conference of the Israeli Association
for the Study of Language and Society.
The conference will be held on Monday, June 24, 2019 (Sivan 21, 5779)

Conference theme: “Equality and Equity in Multilingual Contexts”

Contemporary reality constantly poses complex questions concerning issues of equality
and equity. These issues are related to political, social, legal, educational and linguistic
issues, and are relevant to society in general, and certainly to minorities and
disadvantaged groups. Language has a central role in all matters pertaining to these
questions, as defining, differentiating, excluding, and having the potential to change
and impact widening disparities and violations of equality, while at the same time
fostering linguistic rights as a promoter of inclusion, accessibility, empowerment and
increasingly equalitarian trends. Consider, for example, the recently passed Nation
State Law that abolished the official status of Arabic in Israel; the MeToo movement
that has rapidly spread around the world; proposed legislation on the future of asylum
seekers, refugees and immigrants in Israel and abroad; changing priorities regarding
languages of instruction, such as refugee languages in schools; Multilingual policy;
critical decisions concerning tests and assessment; the effects of globalization on the
role of languages in general, and of English in particular — all these reflect interacting
social and linguistic changes that raise serious questions about equality and fairness.

The forthcoming conference seeks to showcase research on the intersection between
linguistic and social issues and questions of equity and equality -- legal, political,
occupational, educational, artistic, and other aspects. Proposals relating to Israeli
society as well as to other places in the world where this interface is manifest are
welcome.

We invite proposals for sessions and presentations that deal with the conference
topics as well as with other issues related to language and society. For example:
Equality and equity with regard to multilingualism in both formal and informal
educational systems; assessment of knowledge in multilingual contexts; linguistic
representation among minority groups; multiculturalism and languages;
translanguaging; language and politics; language and art/the arts; language in the public
space; linguistic activism; language and gender; language and sexuality; language
revival; translation issues; and language accessibility among populations with special
needs, in public institutions and in higher education.
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Proposals may be submitted for the following sessions:

a) 30-minute sessions: 20 minutes for presentation and 10 minutes for questions
and discussion.

b) Symposia: a series of lectures on a topic with a clear connection to the
conference theme, organized by the convener of the symposium. Please send an
abstract of the symposium as well as abstracts of the individual presentations.

c) Roundtables: presentation of research in progress, 15-20 minutes per
presentation.

d) Posters.

Presentations may be in Hebrew, English, Arabic or other languages, with a PowerPoint
presentation in Hebrew. Please submit 250-word abstracts in Hebrew, Arabic or
English (in 12-point David, 17-point Traditional Arabic, or 12-point Times New
Roman, respectively), with 2-3 bibliographic references. Individuals may submit a
maximum of two abstracts.

Please send proposals by email only no later than March 10, 2019 to
mtannen@tauex.tau.ac.il. Blinded proposals will be sent to two reviewers. Decisions
will be sent by mid-April, 2019.

According to Association regulations, all accepted lectures, symposia or posters
require membership in the association; individuals who have not paid membership fees
will not be able to present at the conference. The membership fee, which includes
conference participation, is NIS 150 for regular members and NIS 100 for pensioners
and students. Membership fees should be paid before the conference date by cheque
payable to the Israeli Association for the Study of Language and Society, together with
the registration form filled out in full to Dr. Orly Haim, Beit Berl Academic College,
Beit Berl, POB 4490500.

Information about the Association and its activities can be found at
http://www.languageandsociety.co.il

Attached is the conference application form and the Association membership form.
Refunds will be available up to two weeks prior to the conference, only.

Looking forward to seeing you at the conference!

The Tel Aviv University conference organizers: Michal Tannenbaum, Elana
Shohamy, Rosalie Sitman, Elana Spector-Cohen

The Israeli Association for the Study of Language and Society: Mohammed Amara
(President), Orly Haim (Administrative Coordinator), Einav Argaman, Sol Azuelos-
Atias, Devorah Kalekin-Fishman, Irit Kuperberg, Zohar Livnat, Yonatan Mendel,
Malka Muchnik, Marina Niznik, Elite Olshtain, Rubik Rosenthal, Shoshi Waxman,
Maria Yelenevskaya, Daphna Yitzhaki, Eman Younis
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