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Abstracts

How does a lexicon emerge in a new language? Insights from village sign

languages of Israel
Irit Meir, Wendy Sandler, Yifat Ziv Ben-Zeev, Sara Lanesman, Meyad Sarsour

Village sign languages emerge in communities with a relatively high percentage of
hereditary deafness. Often they arise de novo, and have little contact with other sign
languages at their inception. As such, they offer linguists the opportunity to study how
languages emerge and develop -- an opportunity that spoken languages cannot provide.
In this study, we focus on the lexicon of three village sign languages in Isracl. We
demonstrate some of the cognitive processes involved in the emergence of words,
specifically, building iconic representation, metonymy, and metaphor. Other processes
such as compounding contribute to the development and expansion of the lexicon.
These findings demonstrate ways in which familiar devices that expand languages
generally are exploited at the inception of language to create vocabularies. Our study
also highlights the relationship between a language and its community, such as the
connection between cultural characteristics of the community using the language and

the iconic basis for signs.

"Strangers in a Hebrew custom'': The Arabic origin of Modern Hebrew slang as

reflected in the media
Salman Ilaiyan and Thaier Kizel

Many slang words that originate from the Arabic language are used in spoken and
written Hebrew, and demonstrate a powerful affinity with their Arabic origins. This is
evidenced by the frequency and nature of their usage in the social media. Similar to
language development and even to the world of fashion, slang is influenced and
replenished by its surroundings. In fact, the penetration of slang into all areas of speech
reflects the assimilation of the linguistic rules of Hebrew as well as the preservation of
its own unique characteristics. While numerous slang words undergo semantic

changes, others are used metaphorically. The slang words tend to follow the Hebrew
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rules, but are unsystematic in number, gender, demonstratives, and compound words.
Slang words do not merely contribute to the expansion of the configuration methods,

but also enable new values and borrowed expressions to be derived from them.

Broken Language as a Mirror of Reality: Bedouin Children's Perceptions of War
Smadar Ben-Asher

Military confrontations between Israel and the terrorist organizations in Gaza threaten
the Bedouins along with the other residents of the Negev. At the same time, however,
the Bedouins in Israel have found themselves identifying with family members in Gaza
who suffer as a result of Israel’s military operations. This study examines the complex
situation from the perspective of eight- to ten-year-old Bedouin children by means of
drawings, written explanations, interviews, and discussion with their mothers. The
findings suggest that the reality of the children's world is expressed as dichotomous
notions of the "logic" of the situation that is not coherent with reality. This impaired
coherence affects the experience of feeling protected and can build resilience. The
social reality gives rise to beliefs and socio-political concepts that are liable to hinder
their ability to cope and personal resilience. Consequently, the children's language is

shaped by and reflects the attitudes and beliefs that Israel is the enemy.

The identity of the scholar-writer in academia
Hanna Ezer

This qualitative research examines the narratives of twenty three higher education
scholars who are involved in teacher education in order to expose their identity as
writers. The research data reveal that writing is an essential component of the personal
and professional lives of academic scholars and that being a writer is integral to who a
scholar is. A writer's identity comprises the intellect and the psyche, and includes
cognitive, spiritual, and physical elements. These aspects are presented through
perceptions of writing, the role and meaning of writing in the writer's personal and

professional life, 'the writing self', and the relationship between the writer's identity and
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teaching perceptions. The writer's identity thrives against the backdrop of social

mirroring, which fosters and reinforces who the writer is.

Rabbanit Yemima Mizrahi's Lecture Rhetoric
Bat-Zion Yemini

This paper examines the rhetoric employed by Rabbanit Yemima Mizrahi in her
lectures for women on the weekly Torah portion that are characterized by her feminine
stance. Within a decade, Rabbanit Mizrahi's unique rhetoric has attracted a loyal,
diverse audience of Jewish women in Israel and abroad. This study investigates her
rhetoric in fifty videotaped lectures and presents five of her rhetorical tools: (1)
metaphor and simile, (2) wordplay, (3) syntactical-rhetorical repetition, (4) humor, and
(5) slang. After analyzing Rabbanit Yemima Mizrahi's lecture rhetoric, we examined
the way in which her non-proselytizing rhetoric attracts women from all walks of life,
regardless of level of religious observance, age, or socio-cultural background.
Moreover, as she interprets the Torah portion, she uses her rhetoric in a direct manner,
eschewing any type of authoritative distance, in order to transmit a message of

sisterhood through the empowerment of women.

Hebrew Knowledge of Monolingual and Bilingual Preschool Children: A
Longitudinal Study

Iris Alfi-Shabtay and Pnina Shamaka

This longitudinal study compares the Hebrew-language abilities of twenty five- to six-
year-old Israeli-born children prior to entering school. Ten of the children were
monolinguals whose native tongue was Hebrew; the other ten were exposed to Russian
at home, commencing their acquisition of Hebrew at public preschools by age three.
Hebrew knowledge was evaluated three times throughout the year via (1) a controlled
conversation, (2) picture-story sequencing, and (3) a story-retelling. It was evaluated by
means of quantitative and qualitative analyses of grammar, literacy, narrative
competence, and text length. The results reveal gaps between the groups in all

parameters; these gaps narrow throughout the year in literacy but not in grammar. The
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distinct acquisition rate of grammar versus literacy indicates that while the first
language assists in the mastery of literacy and of the usage of rhetorical constructions
in discourse, it imposes constraints on the acquisition of grammar — specifically of the
definite article. However, owing to their young age of exposure, and given sufficient
Hebrew input, it is hoped that the Russian-Hebrew bilinguals will narrow the gap and

eventually master Hebrew at native-language level.
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