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Abstract [Hebrew & English]

Group Interaction in Reading Graphic Novels
Yael Poyas and Ilana Elkad-Lehman

The article presents the findings of a qualitative study which examined group
interaction following a reading of the opening double spread of a graphic novel. A
graphic novel is a multimodal work integrating verbal, visual, graphic, and design
elements, becoming more and more popular in children’s, adolescent, and adult
literature. The study included seven groups of language teachers from two colleges of
education, each group comprising 3-4 participants. The aim of the study was to examine
how group interaction exposes the reading processes of a graphic novel.

The research questions were: (1) What are the interactive characteristics of the reading
of a multimodal work by groups of teachers? (2) How do these interactions direct/form

the teachers’ reading?

The discussions were recorded and analyzed, using linguistic analysis, content analysis,
and by following the participants’ reading/gaze. The findings describe the difficulty the
participants faced stemming from the load of visual and graphic stimuli and poor
familiarity with the genre. Examination of the discourse emphasized the contribution
of the interaction to the text comprehension process, through observation of visual
elements, joint examination of letters and words as a graphic component, zigzagging
reading paths used to unravel the text plot, and the sharing of participants’ ways of
dealing with challenges and difficulties. The social-cultural context was dominant

within the discourse.

o1t (Photovoice) DM -1019 MAP K3’ TP SBVPRIVIIN SMIEPN NYYA MAINNI 9PN

XI299MP P INID-501N NPT

NN DIPAIIBNNVYNY DIWI 12 HY DI MDLPRIVIN NNYPNI TPHNN N AIMIN IPNN
SV TN NYLN WX MONNYWNN PR IRND NN IPNHN NIV .(Photovoice) ©NH-1v19
NV (1) MOWNN PVNINN NN DY WWI IPNNN .TPOTIN-2T N MINT NIVIND DIV
YUIN DMNY DXANYN DY DMDWN NN IYIXTHN YDVPRIVIN YAV MY IPNI IDINIPNI
IPNA NTPNRNNY NPDONPDITN MINID0IN NY) (2) ; DMV DIPIAN D) DIINDN MM
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VAN DNVID I NI MYNNHNA (T, IDOMIP ,MIVIT,MINT 1)) NPNDDD NYNN
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NYVNN NN YA Y TN INND NN PAT2 MOANNWNN MINN IPYY IWIN TP TITNNIN DODONY
TPNYNI NITHN DY MM DDA DY .NYNINN NXNY DIPNI MM DY ITTINNN )1 TN

LD MY MIAINN HY

Multimodal Expressions of a Century-Old Longing for a Jewish-Israeli Home
Ilana Elkad-Lehman and Yifat Shohat

Hayim Nahman Bialik wrote "Me’ahorey Hasha’ar” [Behind the Gate] about a century
a poem that continues to challenge and inspire contemporary artists. Using an ago —
intertextual and multimodal methodology, the poem’s representations and
"translations” to other modalities, graphic and musical, are examined. First, the article
presents various interpretations of the poem: as an allegory of the Jewish situation, as
the failure of redemption, as a satirical anti-Zionist dystopia, as failure to achieve
intimacy, or as eternal standing on a precipice. Illustrations presented include works by
five artists. In their diverse interpretations and artistic styles, the works reviewed in the
article address issues related to migration, refugeehood, and assimilation, the
Holocaust, and the establishment and character of the State of Israel, and represent a
struggle between nostalgia and reality, East and West. Finally, the paper analyses two
Israeli rock songs composed to the words of the poem. The nostalgic song by Levi is
interpreted as an indicator of a transformation in the nature of Israeliness, from the

Zionistic myth of a "national home" to the return of the myth of the Wandering Jew.

The Rhetoric of Uri Orbach in his Essay Hatovim Latikshoret

and its Decisive Influence on Yeshiva graduates
Bat-Zion Yemini

The involvement of religious people in the media up to the end of the 1980s was
minimal, owing to the tensions between religious topics and the media. Until 1987, the
percentage of religious media personages was negligible. Orbach, one of the only young
people to have integrated successfully into the media, complained about the absence of
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religious people from the media and sensed that this absence was excluding the voice
of the religious sector. In 1987, Orbach wrote his essay Hatovim Latikshoret, following
which many "crocheted kippa" young adults responded to his call for recruitment to
national service by joining Galei Tzahal [Israel Army Radio] and from there moved to
the media. The article analyzes his essay and tries to answer the question of how Orbach
succeeded in rhetorically influencing many Yeshiva graduates to direct their careers to

the media.

The article reveals a man of gifted rhetoric and an exceptional ability to persuade.
Orbach's stand against a backdrop of the sector's distress at their lack of appropriate
representation in the media, reflects an assertiveness and leadership, and met the needs

of the times in the reality that was Israel in the late1980s.

The language of the youth on the net: WhatsApp as a social space for expressing

emotions
Tami Yair

The article examines the linguistic characteristics of youth on the WhatsApp social
network and the way they are reflected in the writing of youth. The study is based on
netnography, a virtual ethnographic method, used to study online communities. For this
purpose, screenshots of correspondences between teenagers aged 13-18 were collected
from WhatsApp; they consisted of 1006 transmissions, which were screenshotted and
sent to me on WhatsApp by the teenagers themselves using the chain sampling method
—each asked a few friends to send transmissions and the friends asked their friends. The
data was coded and classified according to linguistic characteristics observed in the
screenshots: use of loanwords, nicknames, emoticons, duplication, omission of letters,
non-standard punctuation, sending messages in sequence. Findings show that the
language of the youth on WhatsApp has its own norms and nuances, which develop and

change, and allow the expression of feelings through playful and creative language.
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""Coming out of the closet™ and "*coming out of my ears"": Socio-cultural trends
as modifiers of communicative discourse

Avi Gvura and Rama Manor

The article describes a shift in meaning of the verb of motion, yatsa (“come out"), in
set phrases in contemporary spoken and written Hebrew. The shift is metaphorical,
from physical motion signifying a move from one place to another, to a change in social
conduct and in emotional and mental state. The examples are taken from modern
Hebrew dictionaries and online Israeli news websites.

The new meanings reflect social and media developments in the Israeli ethos and testify
to the vitality and dynamism of contemporary Hebrew. Speakers experience new
semantic needs in the wake of social changes, and these require expression at the
linguistic level. Changes in social conduct and in emotional and mental states such as
those presented in the set phrases above, are characteristic of new communicative
interactions in Israeli society. Furthermore, the variety of new meanings attest to a

certain violation of the normative social order in Israeli society.
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