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"Integrative pluralism'': Integrating qualitative discourse analytic

methods in the analysis of complex digital interactions

Irit Kupferberg and Reut Chen Gamliel

Current qualitative studies foreground the contribution of written interactive digital
discourse for the understanding of social, psychological, and cultural dimensions of
human communication. In the absence of body language, facial expressions and
prosody providing researchers with crucial information about participants' identity and
their interactive actions, the researchers can avail themselves of Integrative Pluralism.
This methodological principle allows them to use more than one qualitative research
method in the quest for meaning in complex digital interactions. The article focuses on

the definition, illustration and evaluation of this principle.

Keywords: Discourse analysis, integrating qualitative methods, written digital

interaction, sequence analysis, figurative language

Protest Signs During the Judicial Reform and the Swords of Iron

War and Their Relationship to Political Polarization in Israel

Sigal Ben-Rafael Galanti and Avi Gvura

This article examines the relationship between populist discourse and center-left protest
rhetoric through a linguistic landscape analysis of protest signs from two pivotal events
in Israel: the struggle against the judicial reform promoted by Netanyahu’s sixth
government in 2023 and the protests during the Swords of Iron War. Based on dozens
of signs photographed at demonstrations, the study applies qualitative thematic analysis
to textual slogans, typography, color, and visual symbolism. The findings reveal
recurring themes during both protest waves, such as the defense of democracy, anti-
corruption messages, national symbolism, demands for government accountability,
calls to end the war, and demands to return the hostages. Although the signs express

legitimate democratic dissent, they also display dichotomous rhetorical patterns

189



[srael Studies in Language and Society 21—2026 192N DOV DNVY

associated with populist style, especially sharp us-versus-them distinctions and the
delegitimization of political leadership. The study argues that these patterns reflect and
may reinforce broader political polarization in contemporary Israel across social

discourse.

Keywords: New Populist Discourse, Polarization, Linguistic Landscape, Protest,

Protest Signs

Before and After the Catastrophe: Semantic Fields in Naming Choice
Rationales after the War of October 7 2023

Oshri Zighelboim

Changes in personal naming patterns in a society reflect its socio-cultural shifts. The
war of October 7" 2023 was a crisis with far-reaching implications for Israeli society,
hence it is assumed that it would impact naming choices for newborns. The study
assumes that analyzing semantic fields reveals social perceptions and changes among
speaker communities at a given time. It comprises content analysis of 96 Instagram
posts explaining rationales for choosing newborn names in 2020-2024. Findings reveal
changes in semantic fields emerging from parents' rationales for choosing names in
Israel before and after the October 7 war. On a deeper level, this change indicates a
transition from global identification and integrative identification to a more separatist
Israeli national identity. The study’s importance lies in its ability to highlight changes
following the October 7th war and examine its profound effects on parental identities,

as reflected in their newborn naming rationales.

Key words: personal names, semantic fields, identities, October 7% war
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""Maybe the Knesset should move to Dubai'": Recommendations in
the Hebrew construction of '"Maybe + Future Verb'" in comments on
politicians' Facebook posts

Hagar Raphael and Pnina Shukrun-Nagar
The paper examines the pragmatic functions of the Hebrew construction "maybe” (ulay)
+ second-person future verb when used to express recommendations in comments on
politicians' Facebook posts in 2020-2021. Although recommendations are
fundamentally intended to benefit the recipient, they are perceived as threatening to
their image, and past studies have shown that, while "maybe" may diminish this threat,
in some cases it actually intensifies it. It is argued that recommendations directed at
commenters from the speaker's own political camp tend to be moderate and
conciliatory, and in those cases, which are quite rare in our corpus, "maybe" is used as
amollifying strategy. In contrast, when directed at commenters from the opposing camp
or at politicians of any ideological position, recommendations tend to be critical and
sarcastic, and "maybe" is used to intensify the challenge. It is also argued that when the

recommendation is ironic, the challenge effect of "maybe" is particularly strong.

Keywords: recommendation, "maybe", Facebook, mitigation, challenge, irony

IMlustrations as Translation: Bialik's Poems for Children as a Test

Case

Rachel Weissbrod and Ayelet Kohn

The purpose of this paper is to examine, in the framework of Translation Studies, how
Bialik's poems for children were illustrated during his lifetime and up until today. Our
starting point, in line with Roman Jakobson, is the acknowledgement of intersemiotic
transfer as a form of translation. We discuss five poems that were once a model for
Hebrew children's poetry and, having entered the canon, have been repeatedly
illustrated: "The Horse," "The Swing," "The Bird's Nest," "Two Girls," and "The Flower
Pot." The early illustrations, created during Bialik's lifetime by Tom Seidmann-Freud
and Nahum Gutman, is compared with the illustrations by Ora Eitan, Alona Frankel,
and Batia Kolton - contemporary artists who are not obligated to Bialik's sense of

mission and the instructions he used to give to illustrators. The focus is on the
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relationship between the local and the universal, and the artistic worldview of the

various illustrators.

Keywords: Interpretation, Meaning production, Metonymy, Bialik's poems for

Children, Illustrations

Translated Literature in the 1940s in Light of Translators' Contracts
and Correspondence with the Publisher: Sifriat Po'alim and Avraham
Shlonsky's Letters to David Hanegbi as a Case Study
Rina Gefen, Zohar Shavit and Rachel Weissbrod

During the Yishuv period, publishing houses in Eretz Israel placed great importance on
translated literature as a means of building Hebrew culture. Prominent cultural figures,
including leading authors, were actively engaged in translation. Yet little is known about
translators’ working conditions, remuneration, and rights. The discovery of contracts
signed by Sifriat Poalim with its translators in the 1940s sheds new light on these issues.
Additional sources include correspondence between Avraham Shlonsky -who at the
time worked as a translator, author, and literary editor at Sifriat Poalim - and David
Hanegbi, the editor-in-chief, as well as contemporary newspaper articles. Together,
these materials provide a preliminary glimpse into the inner workings of a major
publishing house, revealing a striking gap between the high cultural value attributed to
translation and the translators’ lived reality, marked by struggles over payment and

professional recognition.

Keywords: Translation, Translators, Sifriat Poalim, Translators' contracts, Avraham

Shlonsky, David Hanegbi
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